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Team Rules & Policies 

I. Mission Statement 

a. The Ohio Squirrels Water Polo Club (OSWPC) is a co-ed masters water polo club and was established: 

i. To create and sustain a long-term water polo club program in the Cincinnati region, 

ii. To train and compete as Ohio Squirrels in collegiate club, masters and NCAA invitationals 

iii. To recruit, develop, encourage athletes of all ages and ability throughout Ohio to participate in 

the sport of water polo 

iv. To collaborate with other water polo programs in the Ohio and Midwest regions to continue to 

grow water polo 

 

II. Non Profit Information 

a. The Ohio Squirrels Water Polo Club is recognized by the State of Ohio as a 501c7  

b. 501c7 is defined as a non-profit social club supported by membership fees 

c. The Ohio Squirrels accept donations to help with pool rental, equipment costs and other miscellaneous 

fees. 

d. For further documentation, please email ohio.squirrels@gmail.com  

 

III. Player Participation 

a. All members of the Ohio Squirrels Water Polo Club are required to be a part of American Water Polo. 

American Water Polo provides individual player insurance as well as governing body support for the 

club. More information can be found at www.americanwaterpolo.org.  

b. All members must be up to date with member dues in order to participate. See dues information 

c. All members must be in good standing with the Ohio Squirrels Water Polo Club Player Agreement in 

section IV. Not abiding by this agreement could lead to suspension or removal from the club. 

d. All members must follow the Mission Statement of the Ohio Squirrel Water Polo Club 

 

IV. Player Agreement 

a. As a player of the Ohio Squirrels Water Polo Club I agree to: 

i. Treat all players with utmost respect both in and out of the water 

ii. Treat officials at invitationals with utmost respect both in and out of the water 

iii. Treat other teams with utmost respect both in and out of the water 

iv. Support the mission statement of the Ohio Squirrels Water Polo Club 

v. Help with setup and breakdown at practices as much as possible 

b. By not abiding by the above standards, I understand this could lead to suspension or removal from the 

club 

 

V. Traveling Rules & Policies 

a. Players wishing to travel to tournaments must be in good standing with the club under both the Player 

Participation and Player Agreement Sections 

b. For distant tournaments (outside of Cincinnati), players must be 18 years or older 

c. Travel and tournament fees are covered by the individual players attending the invitational and not 

covered by the club dues 

d. Attendance is taken in consideration when traveling to a tournament 
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e. If any player traveling with the team should miss a game at any tournament (or a home tournament), 

unless excused by an OSWPC Executive Officer, may be subject to probationary measures. 

 

VI. Dues Information 

a. OSWPC designed dues to enhance the playing experience.  

b. Dues will not provide any profits or personal net gains for members of OSWPC. 

c. Players are encouraged to contact a member of the OSWPC Executive Committee for any special 

circumstance regarding dues, which will be considered and addressed as needed. 

d. Dues cover facility/pool rental, team equipment, advertisement/recruiting efforts and social events. 

Dues do not cover all expenses for traveling members of OSWPC. (i.e. tournament entrance fees, travel 

expenses, lodging).  

e. Additional expenses will vary for each tournament. OSWPC is not accountable for these changes. 

f. See attached page for current Dues Information. 

g. Upon request, a financial report can be made available at any given time by contacting 

ohio.squirrels@gmail.com  

 

VII. Officer & Board Information 

a. Director – Oversees overall management of the club, practice schedule, tournaments and works with 

tournament directors 

b. Coaches – Manages practice plans and directs drills at practice. In addition, works on strategy for home 

and away tournaments 

c. Treasurer – manages overall budget of the club and makes updates to dues each year 

d. Social Chair – puts together social events and directs our social media 

e. Website – Manages www.ohiosquirrels.com  

f. Special Projects – works on new projects that come on board when needed. 

g. For a complete listing of our officers, please reach out to ohio.squirrels@gmail.com.  

 

VIII. Home Invitational – Nutty Invite & Harvest Classic 

a. Similar to traveling to invitationals, players must be in good standing with the club 

b. Annual Dues Members – Free to Participate 

c. Session Members - $25.00 Per Player 

d. Practice Attendance is taken in consideration in order to participate in the invitational 

IX. ***Disclaimer: Policies are subject to be amended or changed by due process through members of the OSWPC 

Executive Committee in addition to any issues that needs to be addressed.  
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December 28, 2018 

Ohio Squirrels Water Polo Club  

Re: 2019 Club Dues Structure  

Dear Current and Prospective Club Members:  

I am pleased to present the 2019 Club Dues Structure.  

First, all members must join American Water Polo to be able to participate with the Ohio Squirrels Water Polo Club. 

Membership details are available on the website: www.americanwaterpolo.org. The cost for ages 23 and older is $60, 

while for ages younger than 22 is $50. This cost is not included in the Club Dues Structure.  

Below is our 2019 Dues Structure. For 2019, we have practice offerings 2 Wednesdays a month in both the 1st Session 

(Spring) and 3rd Session (Fall). We are still maintaining Wednesdays every week during the 2nd Session (Summer). To 

help keep your costs down for our membership, we have provided incentive programs and sponsorship opportunities 

that can benefit you as an individual member and the club. Please email ohio.squirrels@gmail.com for any questions. 

Annual Due Payments: 

Like last year, an option for paying dues on an annual basis is available. Annual Due Payments is available for those who 

want to take advantage of paying full dues for the entire calendar year. Those who choose this receive 10% off (or 

$40.00) their annual fee, admission into home tournaments in the spring & fall and admission into Lake Polo which is in 

August The total amount due for annual dues payment is $375.00 Full amount must be submitted by January 31 to 

receive all incentives.  

Payment can be made via check out to Ohio Squirrels Water Polo or via Paypal.com sent to ohio.squirrels@gmail.com. 

Payment can also be made via our Team Store at www.ohiosquirrels.com    

The Annual Due Payment Includes: 

10% Discount on Annual Dues 

Access to all practices, scrimmages for the entire year 

Practice Value – Estimated 80 Practices a year - $4.60 per practice 

Admission to Nutty Invitational (February) - $25.00 Value 

Admission to Lake Polo (August)  

Admission to Harvest Classic (October) - $25.00 Value 

Individual Session Dues: 

Members may choose to pay for each session separately. Club Dues are divided into three (3) sessions, each of which 

cost $130.00. The items listed above (Invites, Lake Polo) are additional fees. We are creating an even greater incentive 

for members to pay for the entire year (above) v. per session. The Individual Session Dues is divided as follows:  

I. Spring Session: January – May  

$140.00 per Member  

$110.00 – College Rate 

Practices during the Spring Session are located at the St. Xavier High School, Powel Crosley YMCA & University of 

Cincinnati 
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Sundays – 10am – 12pm at one of the pools above 

Wednesday – 830pm – 1030pm at Powel Crosley YMCA – these will be 2x a month 

Home Invitational - Nutty Invite – February - Fee - $25.00 

There will be scrimmages with local clubs setup throughout the session. 

II. Summer Session: June – August  

$140.00 per Member 

$110.00 – College Rate 

Practices during the Summer Session are located at the Evendale Recreation Center & Powel Crosley YMCA 

Sunday, 10am – 12pm – Powel Crosley YMCA or Evendale Recreation Center 

Wednesday, 9pm -1030pm – Evendale Recreation Center 

Nutty Rumbles (organized scrimmages) during each month of the summer 

III. Fall Session: September – December  

$140.00 per Member  

$110.00 – College Rate 

Practices during the Spring Session are located at the St. Xavier High School, Powel Crosley YMCA & University of 

Cincinnati 

Sundays – 10am – 12pm at one of the pools above 

Wednesday – 830pm – 1030pm at Powel Crosley YMCA – these will be 2x a month 

Home Invitational - Harvest Classic Invite - October Fee - $25.00 

There will be scrimmages with local clubs setup throughout the session. 

For major holidays such as Memorial Day Weekend, 4th of July, Labor Day & Christmas, we will not be having practice. 

Practice Days, Times and Locations are Subject to Change. For outdoor practices, if weather becomes an issue, we will be 

communicating whether practice is on or not via email, Facebook and Twitter. 

Annual v. Single Session Savings: 

Annual Membership - $375.00 

3 Individual Sessions plus 2 tournaments/lake polo  - $480.00 

2 Individual Sessions plus 2 tournaments/lake polo - $340.00 

By signing up for an Annual Membership, you are saving $105.00 for the entire year (22%) 

Half Session Dues: 

If a member believes you can only attend practices up until mid-way or after the mid-way through the end session, you 

can take the half dues option of $70.00. For college students, the rate will be $55.00 for half of a session. 

Sponsorship – Incentive Program: 

To help reduce the expenses of our club, we have initiated a Sponsorship – Incentive Program. If you as a member bring 

on a sponsor for the club in 2019, you get 25% of the total sponsorship toward your own personal dues. For example, if 

you get a company to sponsor $100.00, $25.00 goes toward your membership fees. Please email Adam Gunn for a copy 

of the sponsorship letter. We are organized and operating as a 501c7 tax exempt organization. You are limited to 

$375.00 toward your 2019 Dues. 
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Individual – Sponsorship Program: 

Another way a member can help contribute to the team is by purchasing a new water polo ball, decorating it and 

returning it to the club. Anyone can decorate the ball and with any color. This can be an ongoing reminder of the 

support we get both from members and members’ families. This can be done anytime throughout the year. A new water 

polo ball is $35.00. 

New Member Recruiting – Incentive Program: 

We greatly value new members joining our club. Any new member recruited by a current member on the club will be 

rewarded with a referral bonus. If that new member signs up for a session or an entire year, the current member 

receives 20% of the fee they paid. If a member signs up for 1 session ($140), the current member receives $28 back on 

their membership dues. Recruited members must be brand new members of the club and have no history of paying 

OSWPC dues in the past. 

Club Fundraising Events: 

Throughout the year, we will be having club fundraising events in which we will partner with local restaurants. Please 

keep a look out for when and where these events are. 

New Members:  

New members are always welcome to join the Club. New members are permitted to try out the club for three (3) 

practices before dues payment is obligated.  

Away Tournament Dues:  

Tournaments fees are charged to cover the cost of admissions into a tournament. The cost the Club assumes ranges 

from $250 to $500 depending on the tournament. Each attendee will share the cost of the tournament which usually 

ranges from $25 to $35. These fees do not include fuel, lodging or food.  

If you have any questions or would like to discuss any of the above details, please don’t hesitate to contact me at the 

information below. The Club looks forward to your participation. If there are any questions, please email 

ohio.squirrels@gmail.com  
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